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The ongoing eruption of Soufriere
volcano, Montserrat, West Indies (
Kingdom), provides a vivid demon
of how a volcanic eruption, of rel:
small size, can threaten the total ¢
and social viability of an island. A s
impact can be anticipated in the fi
other Caribbean Islands. At La So
Guadeloupe (France), tens of thot
people were evacuated during the
volcanic crisis, but today about 73
live in a radius of 10 km from the
center. Similarly, the Azores (Port
volcanic islands and their capital, |
Delgada, with 75,000 people, is at
from Sete Cidades volcano. In the
Islands (Spain), Teide volcano on T
is also potentially a serious hazar«
populations and to the all-import
industry. However, the European

is at highest volcanic risk is undot
Vesuvian area (Italy). This is mostl
high population density of the sut
towns and their proximity to the
itself. Since the famous 79 AD ert
destroyed the Roman towns of P
Herculaneum, several other catas
events have characterized this vo
history.An important instance oc
1631, when about 4,000 people w
and extensive devastation was prc
surrounding towns and villages. M
however, a cessation of activity sir
now resulted in the obstruction o
crater, creating conditions that me
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